A review of the newer antiepileptic drugs and the ketogenic diet.
Since 1994, three new antiepileptic drugs, felbamate, lamotrigene, and gabapentin, have been released for the treatment of epilepsy. The present paper provides an overview of these three drugs and reviews their potential uses in pediatric epilepsy even though felbamate is the only one with an approved use in children. Topiramate and vigabatrin, which are under investigation, are briefly reviewed. In addition, a discussion of the ketogenic diet is included because of its recent publicity. Patient examples included provide clinical illustrations for the reader.